NJDOT Black History 


programs go statewide. 
See story on page 3. 
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For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


I-80 HOV lane opens to a good start 


It was a different kind of opening 
ceremony that the Department held on 
I-80 in Morris County on March 7. This 
time the event was the reality. The result 
was better than expected: more than the 
expected number of vehicles carried more 
than the expected number of people on 
New Jersey’s newest high occupancy 
vehicle lanes during the morning and 
evening rush hours. And the numbers 
continued to increase through the week. 

The success of an HOV lane is based 
on moving people more efficiently than 
the other lanes. During the first week the 
HOV lane moved an average of 1,897 
people in 731 vehicles per hour — more 
than any one of the general use lanes. 

“We were encouraged from the first 
day,” said Acting Commissioner Kathy 
A. Stanwick. “A multi-disciplinary team 
will continue to evaluate and monitor the 
‘Diamond Express Lanes’ to see if we can 
further improve the commuting experi- 
ence.” Congestion in the areas of Routes 
15 and 513, for example, will be watched 
as motorists adjust to the new traffic 
patterns. 

On hand to monitor the first day on the 
lanes with the NJDOT team was David 
Roper, a nationally acclaimed authority 


we oe ee 


Bedminister, patch potholes on I-78. 


Allen Cyr, Maintenance Worker II and Walt Gural, Truck Driver from Crew 130 in 


lanes on radio, television, billboards and 
in newspapers for almost a year. 

The Bureau of Suburban Mobility’s 
1-800-245-POOL phone has 
been another outlet for 
the public. More 


on traffic operations and high occupancy 
vehicle lanes. “New Jersey did its 
homework in both technical and public 
areas,” Roper said. “I was 
particularly impressed 
with the smooth- 


ness of the ; people called for 
operation, the : "ee Sa » information than 
high HOV useand for a place to vent 
the high compliance rates displeasure with the 

on the first day.” lanes, according to Meg 


Frampton, who supervises the phone. 
“Questions about motorcycles and 
children predominated,” she said, “only a 


In an effort to 
make sure the public understood the 
reasons for the lanes and their operation, 


the Department has been advertising the (Continued on back page) 


Data experts monitor the HOV lane 


Since October 1993, staff in Transportation Assistance, Traffic Engineering and 
Safety Programs and Transportation Data Development have been working long 
hours on I-80 gathering data during the peak morning and evening rush hours. For 
many NJDOT staffers, this involved leaving Trenton as early as 4 a.m. and not 
getting home until 10 p.m. 


“The work was done to learn the conditions on the lanes before the HOV opened 
and so we can compare them with actual conditions once the lane goes on line,” said 
Jim Carl, Project Engineer in Transportation Data Development. Carl has been 
closely involved with the work since October and is responsible for coordinating all 
the data collection efforts for the Diamond Express Lane. 

Hard data collected by Carl’s staff will be coupled with anecdotal information 


from other NJDOT staffers who will be out driving on the lanes. 
(Continued on back page) 


‘Holey’ New Jersey! 


A plague of potholes has settled over 
New Jersey, raising the ire of motorists 
and the workloads of NJDOT mainte- 
nance crews. 

The result of severe weather condi- 
tions this winter, the pothole problem is 
the worst seen in the Garden State in 
decades, according to veteran Depart- 
ment employees. 

“Tt’s the worst I’ve seen in my 20 
years,” said Tom Myslinski, Supervisor 
of Crew 314 from West Trenton. “We 
can’t even keep up with it. We’ll be 
patching potholes into the summer.” 

The NJDOT normally spends $4 
million to patch potholes in an average 
year. This winter, the Department 
estimates the cost at $5.25 million. The 
amount of material needed to fill 
potholes will soar from the average 

(Continued on back page) 
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Kathy Stanwick 
goes to the "Port" 


Acting Commissioner Kathy A. 
Stanwick concluded four years of work 
with the Department on March 11 to 
accept the position of Director of 
Government and Community Affairs 
with the Port Authority of New York 


NJDOT celebrates woman's history 


Women in Non-Traditional Roles is this year's theme for Women’s History 
Month. Events planned for the month focus on education, health and career 
opportunities for women. 

On Wednesday, March 30, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., there will be a panel 
discussion showcasing women in non-traditional roles in the Multi-purpose 
Room, at Headquarters. The panel will be moderated by Gloria Bonilla-Santiago. 


Ann ual blood drive opens and New Jersey. Kathy joined NJDOT 
in 1990 as Director of External Affairs 
The NJDOT Blood Bank has announced the dates of its annual Blood Drive in and Intergovernmental Relations before 
conjunction with the Community Blood Council of Mercer County. Mobile units will being named Deputy Commissioner in 
visit each region to allow current members to contribute and to recruit new members. June 1992. She took over as Acting 
By donating a pint of blood, an active employee qualifies to receive blood for them- Commissioner in December when 
selves and for qualified dependents. If an employee cannot personally donate, for Commissioner Tom Downs was named 
physical reasons, he or she may appoint a proxy to serve as donor. president of Amtrak. 
The bloodmobile schedule is: As Acting Commissioner, Kathy took 
April 14 Region | Bridgewater Yard on the difficult chore of guiding the 
May 18 Region 2 Newark Maintenance Office Department through the transition 
June 1 Region 5 Ewing, Multi-purpose Room period before the start of the new 
Sept. 29 Region 3 Freehold Maintenance Office administration. She kept the Department 
October 27 Region 4 Cherry Hill Electrical Building on top of snow removal and pothole 
Nov. 16 Region 5 Ewing, Multi-purpose Room operations through the worst winter 
For more information, contact your region dispensary or Employee Health Services in storm season in years and presided over 
Ewing at 609-530-3679. the successful opening of the I-80 
: Diamond Express Lanes. 
eg ea it h fa j rs sc h e d u | e d “The Department of Transportation is 
very unique because of the professional- 
April is the month during which employees may elect to join or change their health ism and dedication you have to each 


and dental benefits and a series of Health Fairs have been scheduled to help you choose. _ other and the public,’’ Kathy said in her 
The Health Fair will be held at the E&O Building in Ewing on April 6 from 9 a.m. farewell message to employees. “We 


to 2 p.m., during which representatives from several health plans will be on hand to have experienced some very difficult 
answer questions. times but we always rose to this 
Health Fairs have also been scheduled in the regions: challenge and continued to forge ahead. 
Region 1 Netcong April 15. I am very proud to say that I was a 
Region 2 Newark April 5. member of this agency.”’ 
Region 3 Freehold April 12. Mike Kjetsaa Director of Region V 
Region 4 Mt. Laurel April 7. Operations, said, “Someone said the 
For more information, contact your personnel coordinator or the Health Benefits best man for the job is a woman. Kathy 
Unit at (609) 530-2946. was a true superwoman. She kept calm 


under duress.”’ 

. “She was a super person to work 
= | U e Re j b b O Nn & for,’ added Al Ari, Director of Region 
II Operations. 

Region I Operations Director Jim 
Pittman credited Kathy as a “quick 
thinker who could quickly comprehend 


Thank you from the Emergency Service Patrol eroblenc 


The NJDOT initiated a new service on January 14, 1994, the Emergency Service 
Tramsporter 


Patrol (ESP). The ESP is operating on a pilot basis along selected freeways in Camden 

and Morris counties. The ESP will limit the delays caused by disabled vehicles by : : 

providing a prompt response and either fix minor problems for free or quickly call for ie Troe ae published a 

Becrciance: employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
There were many NJDOTers who helped start this program, far too many to thank DS a TranSpOrOny t eee * 

individually. I do want to express my thanks not only to those I know by name, but to and designed by the Coma aaa 

the others who I never met but were just as instrumental in starting the program. OTe OY aes NT Oo 

530-2121. The Transporter is printed by 
the Department's Print Shop. 


Thank you! 
Based on the letters I have received in just the first two weeks, the motorists of New LT Ie 5 ; : 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; Frank 


Jersey thank you also. 
—Sincerely, Kurt Aufschneider, Manager, Traffic Operations South 
y g P : . Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; Samirah 
Abdul-Fattah, John Dourgarian, Jeff Lamm 


and Rick Remington, Contributors. 


Ed Note: The name of George Gramlich was omitted from the February Transporter 
story on the ESP. 
Z 


+ tly G. Roe. a8 es 
appointed Executive Assistant to 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. She has 
been in state government for 20 years, the 
last five at NJIDOT as Manager, Human 
Resources and as Executive Assistant to 
the Assistant Commissioner for Finance 
and Administration. She is a graduate of 


Rider College and holds a master’s degree 


in Governmental Administration from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

John H. Moore has assumed the 
position of Manager, Bureau of Statewide 
Planning. A 22-year NJDOT veteran, he 
is a graduate of Drexel University’s 
School of Engineering and holds a 
master’s degree from the Polytechnic 
Institute of New York. He is a licensed 
engineer and a professional planner. 

William E. Anderson has become 
Manager of the Bureau of Traffic 
Engineering and Safety Programs. He 
succeeded P. Norman Deitch who retired 
in January. He is a graduate of the 
Newark College of Engineering. Ander- 
son and Deitch co-authored a course on 
Traffic Engineering for Police Traffic 
Officers which they presented at Rutgers. 


Recent Retiree 


Cornelius A. ay Principal Traffic 
Investigator, 19 years. 


@hituaries 


Jack L. Batictiey. 67, died February 6. 
Sutterley started with the Department as a 
laborer in the Division of Traffic in 1967. 
He retired in 1988 as a Model Maker 2. 
Sutterley is survived by his wife, Doris 
Cook Sutterley and a daughter. 

Joseph J. Schaeffer, Jr., 87, died January 
5. He began his career with the Department 
in 1932 and retired in 1971 as an Assistant 
Foreman with Crew 417, in Glassboro after 
39 years of service. He is survived by his 
wife Margaret, and a son. 

Harold Eglin, 47, died March 5. The 
Toms River resident was a Bridge Opera- 
tor, Region 5, with eight years of service. 
He is survived by his wife, JoAnn. 

Joseph McCauley, 67, died March 3, 
He was a Technician 3, Construction and 
Maintenance, Region 1. He is survived 
by his wife, Delores. 

Johnnie W. Combs, 45, died on March 
2. He joined NJDOT in 1976 as a 
mechanic’s helper and recently retired as a 
welder in Fernwood. A Vietnam veteran, 
he is survived by his wife, Maggie. 


q Pd 


Dr. DeForest Soaries Jr. delivers the keynote address in Trenton as Dennis Keck, Thomas 
Taylor, Sara Summiel and Gloria McCurry look on. 


ee 200 NJDOTers Sree in the 
Headquarters Cafeteria for the seventh 
annual observance of Black History Month 
on February 25. For the first time, similar 
events were held in the Department’s 
Newark and Mt. Laurel facilities. 

Assemblywoman Shirley Turner and Dr. 
DeForest Soaries Jr. of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary headed the Trenton 
program. Sabrina Nock of the Carolyn 
Watson-Johnson Dance Company per- 
formed and Shabach, a choir of students 
from the University of Pennsylvania 
entertained with several vocal selections. 

George Spells of Civil Rights enjoyed 
the fact that the program covered a wide 
spectrum of the black experience. “ The 
young people were awesome,” he said. “It 
was uplifting to see youth with purpose in 
their lives.” 

Dennis Keck, Acting Assistant Commis- 
sioner, extended the welcome. Sara 
Summiel, Construction Engineering served 
as Mistress of Ceremonies and Thomas 
Taylor, Accident Records, delivered the 
invocation. 

Gloria McCurry, who coordinated the 


three events said she was pleased with the 
turnout. Her Trenton committee included 
Sara Summiel, Madaline Greene, Vicki 
Tilghman-Ansley, Josephine Allen, 
Barbara Blue, Claudette Bailey, Anthony 
Davis and James Lewis 

Dr. Soaries also spoke in Newark on 
February 28. The program included Ken 
Carter who sang and Arnethia Blowe, a 
retired school teacher who is a story teller. 
The committee included Rev. Alonzo 
Perry who also gave the invocation, Anita 
Lawson, David Atkins, Crystal Section, 
Walter Sharpe, Donna Gatens, and Sarka 
Steinerall from the Northern District 
Office in Parsippany and Bien Benida 
Cruz and George Williams from Local Aid 
in Newark. 

Mt. Laurel had two events Dr. Curtis 
Andrews gave a workshop on Cultural 
Diversity on February 3 and the film, 
America’s Black Eagles was shown on 
February 16. The regional committee 
included Dodi Price and Kimberley 
Nance, co-chairs, Jane Lyons, Marlene 
Lane, Valarie Brown, Rick Mayher and 
Joan Lee. 


Jim Lear Photos 


Sabrina Nock 
entertained 
with a dance. 


HOV lane opens 


small number were angry.” 

Motorcycles, even with one person, 
may use the lanes according to federal 
guidelines and even infants count as a 
“person.” 

The HOV opening day team included, 
besides Stanwick, the following people 
and their staffs: Art Silber, Acting Deputy 
Commissioner; Dennis Keck, Acting 
Assistant Commissioner; Jim Snyder, 
Director of Transportation Assistance 
who chaired the Steering Committee; Jim 
Pittman, Region 1 Executive Director; 
Jean Servideo, Traffic Operations North; 
Ron Jones, Bill Mangan and Barbara 
Fischer, Region 2 Design; Jim Pivovar, 
Al Tavares and Fred Wilkinson, Trans- 
portation and Corridor Analyses; George 


(continued from page one) 


Kuziw and Jim Carl, Transportation Data 
Development; John Powers, Freight 
Services; Pat Snyder, Policy and Legisla- 
tive Analysis; Meg Frampton, Suburban 
Mobility; Rick Remington, Jeff Lamm, 
Camille Sinclair and John Dourgarian, 
Communications and members of State 
Police Headquarters and Totowa Barracks 
Traffic Unit. 

The I-80 Steering Committee that 
recommended the lanes to then Commis- 
sioner Tom Downs was composed of 
representatives from the Federal Highway 
Administration, the New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority, Morris County DOT and MC 
RIDES, the State Police, NJ TRANSIT 
and the North Jersey Transportation 
Coordinating Council. 


Department speakers hit the HOV trall 


Members of the Diamond Express 
Lanes speakers bureau tallied dozens of 
engagements since January in an effort 
to educate the public about the rationale 
for the new high occupancy vehicle 
lanes on I-80 and to answer questions 
face-to-face. 

Some members of this specially trained 
group also conducted radio interviews 
and answered citizens questions on the 
800-245-POOL phones. 

The Diamond Express Lanes speakers 
are: Al Ari, Region 1; Al Brenner, 
Maintenance Engineering; Chuck 
Brodowicz, Construction Engineering; 


Income credit can help your family 


If you earned less than $23,050 during 1993 and had a child living with you for _ 
more than half of the year, you could be eligible for the Earned Income Credit of up 
to $2,364, a federal tax benefit for low-income families. Both married and single 
parents and families with foster children can be eligible. You may also be eligible 
for a retroactive payment for the past three years. 

To receive the credit, parents must file a federal tax form —1040A or 1040 and a 
“Schedule EIC.” For more information call toll-free, 1-800-288-4342. Operators — 
will be standing by 24 hours a day to answer questions in both English and Spanish. 


Camille Crichton, Preliminary Engineer- 
ing; Keith Daniels, Systems Planning; Al 
Driver, Support Services; Jack Donnelly, 
Employer Trip Reduction; Barbara 
Fischer, Region 2 Design; Barbara 
Haynes, Affirmative Action; Tim Mc 
Gough, Region 2 Design; John 
Malenich, District 2 Local Aid; Harold 
Neil, Regional Design; Al Prant, 
Electrical Engineering; Tim Troxler, 
Landscape Architecture; Caroline 
Trueman, Region 3 Design; Warren 
Vincentz, Region 2 Construction; Debbie 
Wilson, Communications and Gene 
Young, Auditing. 


Pothole fact 


It is estimated that the NJDOT 
will need some 30,00 tons or 


6,000 truck loads of patching 
material this season, at a cost of 
$5.25 million. 


Potholes 
(continued from page one) 
23,000 tons to an estimated 30,000 tons. 

“You can easily use one truck full (of 
cold patch material) on a mile of road,” 
noted Myslinski. A truck holds about 
five tons of patch material. 

Maintenance crews, already reeling 
from long hours of snow plow duty, have 
been working weekends and holidays in 
an attempt to keep up with thousands of 
potholes across the Garden State. 

The NJDOT also is reviewing the 
condition of all state highways to 
determine resurfacing priorities for 1994. 

“People inside and outside the Depart- 
ment realize that some roadways need 
more than pothole patching,” Acting 
Commissioner Kathy A. Stanwick noted. 
“Some of our roads are more pothole 
than pavement and will need to be 
resurfaced. Roads that have been 
recently resurfaced, such as Route | in 
Mercer County, have few potholes. 
Motorists see this and understand the 
importance of an annual roadway 
resurfacing program.” 


Experts (continued from page one) 


"We'll be travelling the lane during 
rush hour and making note of operational 
issues,” said Al Tavares, Section Chief, 
Bureau of Transportation and Corridor 
Analysis. “It’s a subjective judgment, but 
it adds to the information we’ll need to 
evaluate how well the lane is working. 
And we'll be driving the lane with two 
people in the car,” Tavares said. 
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